In these patients the cardiac breakdown was undoubtedly hastened by the extra strain of pregnancy, but in neither of them could it be said that puerperal sepsis was the cause of the acute infection of the endocardium which proved fatal. In four cases there was no evidence of previous endocarditis. In two of these acute endocarditis was simply a terminal event in the course of another severe illness, and in the other two the primary cause was puerperal sepsis in the one and chorea in the other.
In seven of the eleven cases, therefore, acute endocarditis attacked a previously damaged heart.
In most cases the patient was a multipara of comparatively advanced age. There were only three under 26 years of age, and of these, one (aged 20) The cases may now be described from the pathological standpoint, using, for convenience of description, the old division into simple (non-ulcerative) October, 1920. She had been well till six days before admission, when she caught a chill and went to bed cold and shivering. There is no record of any previous serious illness. She went into labour on 31st October, and was admitted a few hours later. She was flushed and her breathing was rapid and difficult. The heart was dilated, the sounds were of poor quality and there was a soft systolic murmur at the mitral area.
Nothing definite was found in the chest. On 1st November she was delivered spontaneously of a premature stillborn child. The placenta was retained, and after it had been expressed the uterus was curetted with the finger. She gave a history of having had an attack of acute rheumatism during her last puerperium in 1920, but her health had been good otherwise, and it was not until the present pregnancy began that she had any respiratory distress. On admission she was found to be three to four months pregnant, very cedematous and slightly jaundiced. The left border of cardiac dulness was in the nipple line and the right border at the right margin of the sternum. The sounds were rather slapping in character, but there were no murmurs.
The liver was enlarged. 
